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INSIDE
Board 
slams 
blood 
policy
The decision to ban blood drives 
at SJSU has spread beyond the cam-
pus limits to the Santa Clara County 
legislature.
In a unanimous decision Thurs-
day morning the board of supervi-
sors’ legislative committee agreed 
with SJSU President Don Kassing 
that the Food and Drug Administra-
tions blood drive policy against gay 
men is discriminatory. 
The policy, which was imple-
mented in 1983, prohibits any man 
who has had sex with another man 
since 1977 from donating blood. 
Supervisor Ken Yeager, who is an 
SJSU alumnus and former professor 
in the political science department 
opened up the discussion and said the 
meeting was about the FDA’s policy, 
not about banning blood drives.
Yeager described himself as an 
openly gay man and said that there 
are many “archaic and discriminatory 
laws that prevent gay Americans from 
being full participants in society.”
“As a Spartan, I am very proud 
of what San Jose State did,” Yeager 
said, in reference to SJSU President 
Don Kassing’s decision to ban blood 
drives on campus on Jan. 29.
Vincent Yalon, administrative di-
rector of the Stanford Blood Center, 
expressed his disagreement with Kass-
ing’s decision to ban blood drives. 
He said only 38 percent of the 
population is eligible to donate and 
of those 38 percent, only 3 percent is 
actually willing to donate blood.
Samantha Kinneman, a senior hos-
pitality management major, said she 
didn’t think gay men should be dis-
criminated against. But she added that 
blood drives shouldn’t be banned be-
cause campus blood drives give a lot 
of people the opportunity to donate.
“It was a ballsy decision. I respect 
it,” said Marek Kapolka, a freshman 
computer science major.
In a news conference Tuesday, 
Kassing said, “We chose the action that 
we took because we feel like it violates 
our non-discriminatory policy.”
After the committee voted to op-
pose the FDA’s policy account man-
ager for the Red Cross in northern 
California, Mona Helmhold, said 
that the Red Cross is planning to hold 
a blood drive at the Grace Baptist 
Church on 10th and San Fernando 
streets on March 17. 
Helmhold said she is planning to 
advertise for the blood drive on the San 
Jose State campus to make students 
aware of the opportunity they will have 
See BLOOD, Page 2
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Killer ‘cut himself and resisted taking medications’
It’s one of those scenes you 
can’t accurately imagine because 
you’ve never experienced it 
yourself.
Just trying to grasp what it 
would feel like to have a gunman 
open fi re on a classroom makes 
one uneasy. Even writing about 
it does.
The ocean sciences class at 
Northern Illinois University was 
in its last few minutes when Ste-
ven Kazmierczak, 27, came out 
from behind the curtain on the 
lecture hall’s stage before he shot 
and killed fi ve students.
The only time I have ever had 
an “I can’t believe this is hap-
pening right now” moment was 
when my father had a near-fatal 
heart attack two years ago.
Imagine 120 students in a 
lecture hall facing a stone-cold 
killer, with four guns, aiming and 
shooting.
We’ve heard that horrible 
things like this have been hap-
pening since forever but that the 
media have only made the world 
seem scarier than it really is. 
See: Michael Moore’s “Bowl-
ing for Columbine.”
We’ve also heard the con-
trary, that school shootings, or 
more specifi cally, massacres, 
are symptomatic, that they are 
modern-day cultural and societal 
problems manifested. 
“Too many video games” and 
“too much Marilyn Manson” are 
the cries.
Zoloft, prozac, zyprexa and 
the like are neither the problems 
nor the solutions, we hear. That 
they exist is what’s the matter 
with us.
This may be.
But there was the often-
unmentioned massacre at the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
where Charles Whitman killed 
15 people in 1966; and there 
have always been Zodiac Killers 
and Jack the Rippers.
Are these horrors and their 
conspirators simply inevitabilities?
The real question, the one to 
DEKALB, Ill — Steven Ka-
zmierczak had the look of a boyish 
graduate student — except for the 
disturbing tattoos that covered his 
arms.
Professors and students knew 
him as a bright, helpful scholar, but 
his past included a stint in a mental 
health center.
Many saw him as happy and sta-
ble, but he had developed a recent 
interest in guns and was involved 
in a troubled — possibly abusive 
— on-again, off-again relationship.
What people initially told police 
about the Northern Illinois Univer-
sity shooter didn’t add up, and now 
investigators are searching for an-
swers to what triggered Thursday’s 
bloody attack, in which fi ve stu-
dents were killed and several more 
injured before Kazmierczak com-
mitted suicide.
While searching for a mo-
tive, authorities questioned family 
and friends and tried to determine 
whether he had recently broken up 
with his longtime girlfriend.
One person who knew the cou-
ple, who spoke to The Associated 
Press on the condition of anonym-
ity, said the couple’s relationship 
was on-again, off-again and “really 
rocky.” Kazmierczak was control-
ling, she said.
“He was abusive, had a temper,” 
she said. “He didn’t actually hit her; 
he would push her around.”
The 27-year-old Kazmierczak 
also had a history of mental illness 
and had become erratic in the past 
two weeks after he stopped taking 
his medication, said university Po-
lice Chief Donald Grady.
A former employee at a Chicago 
psychiatric treatment center said 
Kazmierczak had been placed there 
after high school by his parents. He 
used to cut himself and had resisted 
taking his medications, she said.
Kazmierczak spent more than a 
year at the Thresholds-Mary Hill 
House in the late 1990s, former 
house manager Louise Gbadamashi 
told The Associated Press. His par-
ents placed him there after high 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Positive body image promoted this week
Authorities search for answers in Northern Illinois University killings
When SJSU sophomore Morgan 
Le was 11 years old, her mother said 
she needed to go on a diet.
“I had a moment during the sum-
mer where I got a little chubby, and 
from then on my mom would be like, 
‘Morgan, you have to diet ... I don’t 
want you to lose that much weight. 
I just don’t want you to be fat Mor-
gan,’” Le said.  
Today, Le, who is a communica-
tive disorders and science major, 
said she worries more about her 
health when it comes to food, not 
her weight — a message the Student 
Health Center will be trying to get 
across to students in their seventh an-
nual “Respect Your Body Week.” 
The week will feature a series of 
events at SJSU in recognition of Na-
tional Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week. 
Jennifer Waldrop, campus nu-
tritionist and coordinator of this 
week’s activities, said these events 
“are intended to empower students 
to respect who they are and how they 
look right now.”
“Respect Your Body Week” will 
kick off Monday with an interactive 
positive body mural of SJSU stu-
dents from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in front 
of the Event Center.
“We’ll be taking pictures of the 
students with the Polaroids and then 
having them write something posi-
tive about their bodies,” said Luisa 
Garrett, a senior nutrition major and 
outreach coordinator for the Nutri-
tion Education Action Team (NEAT), 
a student organization specializing in 
healthy eating and body image.
Actress and comedian, Stacey 
Prussman, who struggled for years 
with an eating disorder, will share 
her experience Tuesday evening in 
the Student Union, Waldrop said.
“Eating disorders are epidemic on 
college campuses,” said Garrett, who 
will also be discussing the emotional 
reasons behind eating in a presen-
tation Thursday called “Food and 
Mood” at noon in the Student Union. 
According to a survey of SJSU stu-
dents in 2005, close to 40 percent of 
students “feel terrifi ed about the pos-
sibility of being overweight,” and 44 
percent of students reported that they 
were currently dieting, Waldrop said.  
Waldrop, who offers free nutri-
tional counseling, said this is an is-
sue that comes up 80 percent of the 
time in her one-on-one sessions with 
students.  The line between dieting 
and disordered eating habits is often 
“pretty vague,” she said.
What starts as a preoccupation 
with food can spiral into an obses-
sion if left unchecked, she said.
The American College Health As-
sociation estimated that 90 percent 
of college students surveyed nation-
wide reported dieting. 
While eating disorders are often 
By KRISTIN FURTADO
Senior Staff  Writer
See TRAGEDY, Page 5
See BODY, Page 4
AT  T H E  B U Z Z E R
SJSU women’s basketball 
coverage, see SPORTS 
page 6. 
Cirque du Soleil
Now in downtown San Jose, 
see STUDENT CULTURE page 3. 
TIMES SIZE 6.5 / SPARTAN DAILY
INSIDE SPORTS
STRIKE
A POSE
 
SJSU  takes 
first again —
and  flirts
with a school 
record.
MICHELLE HORTON/ SPARTAN DAILY
On-campus events celebrate National Eating Disorder Awareness Week
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OPINION
All we can do
is ask “Why?”
By KEVIN RAND
Executive Editor
The holiday and academic cal-
endars of President Don Kassing 
and the California State Univer-
sity Chancellor’s Offi ces dictate 
that SJSU should have classes on 
Presidents Day.
CSUs are required to have 147 
instructional days per year. 
The fi nal number may only be 
more or less by two days, accord-
ing to the calendar Web site.     
“There’s a basic number of 
hours for a three-unit lecture class, 
a three-unit seminar, but if there’s 
a lecture that has a lab attached to 
it, there’s more hours,” said Emi 
Nobuhiro, director of academic 
planning and budgets. 
“They also have to end at a cer-
tain date,” she said. 
Glen Gendzel, assistant profes-
sor of history, said, “We do have a 
kind of a long semester, I think. 
“If we had a semester that’s 
one week shorter — that would be 
more in line with other places I’ve 
taught.  Given that it’s a historical 
holiday, I suppose it’s fi tting that 
at least history classes would meet 
during Presidents Day to talk about 
presidents,”Gendzel said. 
Kim Nguyen, a junior social 
work major, disagreed.
“I think we should probably have 
the day off because most schools 
are having the day off,” she said. 
“I know some people in my classes 
were talking about that. They’re not 
sure if we have school or not.”
Nguyen said she thought her 
professors should have announced 
whether they were going to have 
classes Feb. 18, yet none of them 
By KIMBERLY TSAO
Staff  Writer
Still in session
CSUs hit the books on national holiday
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Today
MOVIE SCREENING: AUDIO 
REBELLION AND Q&A WITH 
FRED HAMPTON JR.
Presented by Hip Hop Congress.
4 to 7 p.m. at the Student Union 
Pacifi ca room.
Contact: Nick Underwood, 
619-602-9320
WORKSHOP: 
CONCENTRATION CAFE
We all lose our concentration at times, 
but for some people a lack of concen-
tration can impair their schooling, their 
personal life and their work. Come to 
the Concentration Cafe to fi nd out what 
may be causing your diffi  culties and 
what you can do to increase your focus 
and attention.
3 to 4 p.m. at Administration building 
Room 269.
Contact: Deanna Peck, 924-5910, 
georgette.gale@sjsu.edu
DANCE PRACTICE
Pride of the Pacifi c Islands.
8 to 10 p.m. at the Event Center, Studio 
A and B.
Contact: Lisa, 925-639-6781
Tomorrow
DISCUSSION: STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES
A supportive environment to socialize, 
share and discuss personal experiences. 
Bring your own lunch. 
No appointment needed.
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Adminis-
tration Building Room 201.
Contact: Sybille Ulrike and Carolyn 
Rittenbach, 924-5910, georgette.gale@
sjsu.edu
LIVE MUSIC: CHAMBER MUSIC 
RECITAL STUDENT SHOWCASE
Saxophone and Voice.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. at Music Building 
Concert Hall
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, 
jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
LECTURE: ANNA BANANA: 
LIVE AFTER DADA
School of Art & Design Gallery Tuesday 
Night Lecture Series. From 1973-1981, 
Anna Banana performed Dada sound 
poetry and Futurist Sintesi with the Bay 
Area Dadaists.
5 p.m. at Art Building Room 133.
Contact: 924-4327, tbelcher@sjsuvm1.
sjsu.edu
NIGERIAN STUDENT ASSOCIA-
TION GAME NIGHT
6 p.m. at MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center.
Contact: Nkechi Nkenke, 510-862-0670
Rittenbach, 924-5910, georgette.gale@
sjsu.edu
NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC 
COUNCIL “BLACK GREEKS 101”
7 to 10 p.m. at Building B RAC Room.
Contact: Dimitrous31@yahoo.com
Wednesday
LECTURE: HOW TO THINK 
LIKE A LIBRARIAN
School of Library and Information 
Science Colloquia Series. Lecture by Dr. 
Ken Haycock.
Noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room 322.
Contact: Marcia Laughrey, 924-2490, 
laughrey@slis.sjsu.edu
FREE STUDENT BARBECUE
Associated Students Wednesday Event 
Series. Hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie 
burgers, sodas, chips and drinks.
Noon to 1 p.m. at A.S. Barbecue Pit.
Contact: Clifton Gold, cgold@as.sjsu.edu
JEW KNOW IT!: THE MYTHICAL 
HEBREW ALPHABET
Presented by Hillel of Silicon Valley. Free 
lunch provided.
1 p.m. at Hillel House, 336 E. William St.
Contact: Vinana Sandel, 286-6669
RELATIONSHIP WORKSHOP: 
THE DATING GAME
Topics include the fi rst date, deal-
breakers, healthy relationships, red fl ags 
and surviving breakups.
1 to 2:30 p.m. at Administration 
Building Room 269
Contact: Jennifer Naumann, Mariika 
Felberg, or Ashley Tate de Lara, 
georgette.gale@sjsu.edu
CATHOLIC AND FEMINIST 
WEEKLY MASS
Presided by Victoria Rue, woman priest. 
All are welcome at the table, especially 
those marginalized (women, LGBT, 
divorced, remarried, those who use birth 
control, those who have had abortions).
5:15 p.m. at Spartan Chapel. Every 
Wednesday.
Contact: Victoria Rue, victoria@
victoriarue.com
NIGERIAN STUDENT ASSOCIA-
TION BOWLING NIGHT
6 p.m. at Student Union lower level.
Contact: Nkechi Nkenke, 510-862-0670
to attend a nearby blood drive.
Afterward, associate vice presi-
dent Larry Carr said SJSU brought a 
lot of attention to the issue by taking 
the initiative to do something about 
the FDA’s policy.
Carr said it’s unlikely the commit-
tee meeting would have taken place 
if Kassing had not banned blood 
drives at SJSU.
He said Stanford University op-
poses the ban, but it hasn’t done any-
thing to stand up against the FDA’s 
Continued from Page 1
BLOOD Board to vote next week
made announcements.
According to a Feb. 13, 1998 arti-
cle in The Christian Science Monitor, 
U.S. President Chester Arthur offi -
cially made Presidents Day a holiday 
when he signed the bill in 1885. 
Presidents Day is believed to be 
a combined celebration of Abraham 
Lincoln’s and George Washington’s 
birthdays since they’re both in Feb-
ruary. 
Presidents Day, however, is 
technically just in celebration of 
Washington’s birthday, which was 
changed to the third Monday of the 
month by the 1968 Monday Holi-
days Act. Also known as the “Uni-
form Monday Holiday Act,” it was 
enacted to provide workers with 
three-day weekends.
Rescheduled holidays for SJSU are 
Lincoln’s Birthday, Presidents Day, 
Admission Day and Columbus Day.
The campus is open on those 
days because the holidays are moved 
from their original dates to give stu-
dents and faculty longer Thanksgiv-
ing and winter vacations.
“We only allow so many resched-
uled holidays,” said academic plan-
ning director
Nobuhiro. “I don’t think we’ve 
had Presidents Day for ... ever since 
I’ve been here. And I’ve been here 
for 30 years.” 
“It would be truer to history of 
course to celebrate the actual day,” 
Gendzel said. “But if you’re going 
to make a serious legal holiday out 
of it, it might be easier to do it on a 
Monday, or even a Friday. 
“It’s less disruptive economically 
and more convenient that way,” he 
said. “Different groups have differ-
ent histories, different memories of 
the past. Anytime you get into the 
sticky business of celebrating, com-
memorating something offi cially, 
there’s bound to be confl ict. 
“We all have a different sense of 
what’s important in the past,” Gen-
dzel said.
Continued from Page 1
PRES Classes held  
on holiday for 30+ years 
Do you want to submit an event to 
Sparta Guide,
write a letter to the editor,
or have a story idea?
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924-3281
California beef recalled, 
abuse investigated
Los Angeles
The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture on Sunday ordered the recall of 
143 million pounds of frozen beef 
from a California slaughterhouse, 
the subject of an animal-abuse in-
vestigation, that provided meat to 
school lunch programs.
Offi cials said it was the larg-
est beef recall in the United States, 
surpassing a 1999 ban of 35 million 
pounds of ready-to-eat meats. No ill-
nesses have been linked to the newly 
recalled meat, and offi cials said the 
health threat was likely small.
The recall will affect beef prod-
ucts dating to Feb. 1, 2006, That 
came from chino-based Westland/
Hallmark Meat Co., the federal 
agency said.
Secretary of Agriculture Ed 
Schafer said his department has 
evidence that Westland did not rou-
tinely contact its veterinarian when 
cattle became non-ambulatory after 
passing inspection, violating health 
regulations.
“Because the cattle did not re-
ceive complete and proper inspec-
tion, food safety and inspection 
service has determined them to be 
unfi t for human food and the com-
pany is conducting a recall,” Scha-
fer said in a statement.
Bush tells Congress to 
‘Stop the squabbling,’ 
over Aids relief 
program
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania 
President Bush rejected proposed 
Democratic changes to his prized 
aids relief program, issuing a chal-
lenge Sunday to Congress to “stop 
the squabbling” and renew it as is. 
Tanzanian leader Jakaya Kikwete 
made an impassioned appeal for the 
same thing, saying thousands in his 
country would orphan their chil-
dren if U.S. lawmakers do not act.
There is broad support in the 
Democratic-controlled Congress 
for the anti-AIDS spending that 
has become the largest-ever inter-
national health initiative devoted to 
one disease, so there is not much 
danger of failing to continue it.
Serial rapist on loose 
spreads fear 
at Reno university 
Reno, Nev.
The hunt for a serial rapist 
spread fear around a college 
campus Sunday after police linked 
a 19-year-old woman’s death to at 
least two other attacks in the area.
The woman’s body was found 
in a fi eld on Friday, nearly a month 
after she vanished from a home 
at the edge of the University of 
Nevada, Reno. Police said Brianna 
Denison had been abducted and 
strangled in what they called a 
sexually motivated crime.
Freshman Darryllyn Thomas, 
who lives in a dormitory two 
blocks away from the house, said 
the string of attacks has alarmed 
students.
“A lot of students think he’s 
going to do it again,” Thomas 
said Sunday at the student union 
building. “Everybody is pretty 
scared. Students are carrying 
Tasers, pepper spray and bear 
spray. I’m very paranoid.”
University President Milton 
Glick issued a statement urging 
students to take precautions. The 
attacks have led to expanded campus 
patrols and escorts, seminars on 
personal safety and the distribution 
of whistles to female students.
Wildfi re victims wait
for Fema mobile homes
Ramona, Calif.
 Patty Reedy is still waiting for 
someone at the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to send her 
the mobile home she was promised 
before Christmas.
In December, agency inspectors 
said she wouldn’t get a government 
house to replace the one she lost 
during last year’s wildfi res because it 
would be too diffi cult to haul the 60-
foot, three-bedroom prefabricated 
home up a winding road to her 
remote mountaintop property.
Reedy isn’t alone. FEMA 
brought dozens of mobile homes to 
Southern California after the fi res, 
only to fi nd their own guidelines 
prevented them from putting them 
on many properties in rough terrain. 
San Diego County offi cials say 
dozens of applicants were denied 
homes because their properties 
were inaccessible to trucks, didn’t 
have connections into the electrical 
grid or were on hillsides deemed at 
mudslide risk.
Vote on guns in national 
parks holds up Senate
Washington
 An election-year dispute over 
whether to allow loaded guns in 
national parks is holding up a vote 
on a massive bill affecting public 
lands from coast to coast.
Democrats accuse Republicans 
of trying to score political points by 
injecting a “wedge” issue like gun 
rights into a noncontroversial bill.
Republicans counter that Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid is 
trying to protect the two leading 
Democratic candidates for president 
by shielding them from a politically 
diffi cult vote on an issue that many 
rural voters consider crucial.
Arizona Sen. John McCain, the 
leading Republican contender for 
president, is a co-sponsor of the 
amendment, which would allow gun 
owners to carry loaded, accessible 
fi rearms into national parks and 
wildlife refuges. 
Current regulations ban gun 
owners from carrying easy-to-reach 
fi rearms onto lands managed by the 
National Park Service and Fish and 
Wildlife Service.
Spokesmen for the two 
leading Democratic presidential 
contenders, New York Sen. Hillary 
Clinton and Illinois Sen. Barack 
Obama, declined repeated requests 
to comment.
U.S. death toll in Iraq 
nears 4,000
As of Sunday, Feb. 17, 2008, 
at least 3,963 members of the 
U.S. military have died since the 
beginning of the Iraq war in March 
2003, according to an Associated 
Press count.
The fi gure includes eight military 
civilians. At least 3,225 died as a 
result of hostile action, according 
to the military’s numbers.
The AP count is three higher than 
the Defense Department’s tally, last 
updated Friday at 10 a.m. EST.
The British military has reported 
174 deaths; Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18; 
Poland, 21; Bulgaria, 13; Spain, 
11; Denmark, seven; El Salvador, 
fi ve; Slovakia, four; Latvia, three; 
Estonia, Netherlands, Thailand, 
Romania, two each; and Australia, 
Hungary, Kazakhstan, South 
Korea, one death each.
From the WireAssociated Press
VANDALISM
A report was taken about 
vandalism to Duncan Hall.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 2:01 p.m.
VANDALISM
A report was taken about vandal-
ism to the Hillel Center.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 2:04 p.m.
MEDICAL
A report was taken about medical 
aid in the UPD lobby.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 2:11 p.m.
PETTY THEFT
A report was taken about a theft from 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 2:14 p.m.
THEFT 
A report was taken about theft of 
a parking permit in the Seventh 
Street Garage.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7:34 p.m.
MEDICAL
A report was taken about medical 
aid at Campus Village Building B.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 10:13 p.m.
PETTY THEFT
A report was taken about a stolen 
bicycle at Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 11:12 p.m.
DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE
A 24-year-old woman was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the infl uence at San Fernando and 
Fourth streets.
Thursday, Feb. 14 at 1:52 a.m.
the
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Crime Blotter
discriminatory policy.
Carr explained that because the 
committee voted to oppose the FDA’s 
policy, the issue will now go in front 
of the entire board of supervisors for 
a vote.
A representative from Supervisor 
Yeager’s offi ce said the date for the 
board meeting would most likely be 
Feb. 26. 
The representative said if the 
board votes to oppose the FDA’s pol-
icy, that means Santa Clara County 
would possibly use its resources to 
further pursue the issue.
I am lost in the movements of three very fi t contortionists as they bend their red-and-gold, 
glove-fi tting, costumed bodies in 
unbelievably painful angles. 
They wrap around one another as 
if their bodies were shaped accord-
ingly. One performer break dances 
on her belly as her feet tap circles 
around her body — and this is just 
the fi rst acrobatic scene in the show.
Kooza, by Cirque du Soleil, is a 
story about The Innocent, a melan-
choly loner in search of his place in 
the world, according to the Cirque 
du Soleil’s Web site.
The show remains true to circus 
tradition and is a mix of acrobatic 
performances and clowns humoring 
the audience.
Indian-inspired music pours out 
from a balcony onstage that housed 
the musicians throughout the entire 
show.
The show takes the viewer 
through a world of fairytale-
like scenes and magic. 
The Innocent, 
the main char-
acter in 
the show, 
is much 
like Pin-
occhio. He 
is fragile, tim-
id and naive. 
The Gep-
petto-esque magician clown, who 
“creates” every scene with a swift 
waving of his wand, appears to 
The Innocent like an unavoidable 
disaster right out of Pandora’s Box 
— there actually was a huge red box 
out of which he appeared once it was 
opened.
The show then starts with a mix-
ture of scenes, going back-and-forth 
from “humoring” clowns to awe-in-
spiring acrobats. 
Two satanic-like men dressed in 
black and blood red come right out 
of the Grim Reaper’s gang from hell 
to fl ing themselves in and out of a 
Wheel of Death.
I couldn’t see how the scene of 
the Grim Reaper fi t into the context 
of the story. Regardless, the per-
formers were fascinating. 
Imagine two connected hamster 
wheels spinning at incredible speeds 
and heights as the performers are 
jumping around on the interior of 
the wheels. 
And just when you couldn’t grind 
your teeth any harder, hesitatant that 
something is going to go wrong any 
second, they decide to run around on 
the exterior of the wheel while spin-
ning about 30 feet in the air.
Oh, and I forgot to mention, 
they’re jump-roping on the exterior 
of the Wheel of Death while spin-
ning in midair.
One performer had a close call 
when he tripped on 
his jump rope — 
twice — and twice 
my heart almost 
jumped right out 
of my mouth, fear-
ing what a gruesome sight it would 
be had the performer not regained 
his balance.
Besides the undeniable extreme 
physical talent that pours into every 
scene of the show, and gives you 
a brain-freeze as you are trying to 
make sense of how a human being 
can balance — with one hand — on 
top of a 23-foot tower of chairs, the 
story line left me unimpressed.
The alternating scenes from “fun-
ny” clowns to death-defying acro-
bats was not at all amusing.
However, considering that Cirque 
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For More Information
Who: Cirque du Soleil
What: KOOZA
Where: Grand Chapiteau 
at Taylor Street Bridge
When:  Jan. 31 to March 16
Student discount is available for people 
13 years old and over with a valid 
student ID
Student discount applies to regular tick-
ets for weekday performances, Tuesday 
to Thursday and Friday at 4 p.m. 
For tickets, visit www.cirquedusoleil.com
Teeterboard (above) and Charivari (right) are among the acts in Cirque du Soleil’s KOOZA. 
Photos courtesy of Cirque du Soleil
du Soleil shows are known for hav-
ing extreme movements in acrobats 
with a touch of clown humor, I was 
expecting something of that nature. 
The story line was scattered, and 
I couldn’t piece all of the scenes to-
gether. It wasn’t until the very end 
that it all came together, and I was 
able to make some sense out of ev-
erything — or at least I 
came to my own conclu-
sion of what was the un-
derlying story of the show.
I think the show is overpriced for 
a performance that lasts a little under 
two hours and is on a rather small 
stage.
On the other hand, if you have an 
extra 50 bucks to spare and are into 
fancy acrobatic moves with a fantasy 
world of magic and clowns, you will 
most likely enjoy the show.
It is nothing close to a dramatic, 
tear-jerking show that moves you 
and touches your heart, but more so 
a light-hearted, eye-widening perfor-
mance that highlights the incredible 
ability of the human body and mind. 
I even found myself quietly chuck-
ling at some of the clowns.
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff  Writer
Defying 
Gravity
A review of the fantastic feats
of Cirque du Soleil’s KOOZA
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EMPLOYMENT
SWIM COACH AND 
LIFEGUARDS
Forest Park Cabana Club is 
looking for 2 swim coaches for 
our summer swim team coach-
ing kids ages 4-18. Mid-April 
through July. Previous coach-
ing experience and working 
with children a must. Also hir-
ing summer Lifeguards. Call 
Renee at (408)296-2065.
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wen-
dy@(408) 733-9331 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C li-
cense
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-
593-9612 for an interview. 
ARE YOU READY TO CUT 
THROUGH THE CROWD? To 
stand out? To show the “real 
world” what you’re made of? 
*****************************  
  An Internship with VECTOR 
can offer you REAL pay, fl ex-
ibility, and opportunities for 
advancement. No cubicle, 
no copy machine. Just the 
chance to earn professional 
experience in a rewarding en-
vironment that offers you the 
fl exibility you need and the res-
posnsibilty you deserve.   
 Watch for us on-campus 
throughout the semester, or 
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We 
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
       DAYCARE  
TEACHERS AND 
AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, 
swim instructors & aquatic spe-
cialists for heated, indoor pool 
in San Jose (Bascom & Moor-
park). Flexible hours/ days 
available, Mon-Sat. Must have 
current: lifeguard certifi cate 
and CPR/ First Aid with Title 
22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858. 
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call 
Tiago for more info, (408)295-
0228 
DOCTOR’S OFFICE Part Time 
B/ L Spanish, Front and Back 
offi ce $13/ hr (408)923-0309 
CHILDCARE NEEDED (PT) 
Cupertino: Mon-Fri 3-5. 
2yr old (Emma)/4 yr old (Adon-
is). Energetic and sweet kids. 
Adonis has developmental de-
lays & functions @ 2.5 yr level. 
Great opportunity for child ed 
or speech path student. Call: 
408-446-1716. 
RECEPTIONIST P/T $15/
HR Do you have exc. phone 
etiquette, prof. appearance, 
reliable, multi-tasker, and de-
pendable? Well, you’re just 
the person we need for this 
position! Email avail. days and 
hours (based on a 9-5 day) to 
receptionistdds@gmail.com 
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be 
set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-
weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm  STUDENT ID 
REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency 
discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses 
for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate 
all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
ruly” at home, she said.
Gbadamashi couldn’t remember 
any instances of him being violent, 
she said.
“He never wanted to identify 
with being mentally ill,” she said. 
“That was part of the problem.”
Jason Dunavan, a tattoo artist in 
Champaign, said he spent hours as 
recently as last month creating tat-
toos for Kazmierczak. His work in-
cluded an image of the macabre doll 
from the horror movie “Saw” riding 
a tricycle through a pool of blood 
with images of several bleeding cuts 
in the background.
Dunavan said he was so proud of 
the tattoo that he enlarged a photo of 
it and placed it on a wall in his shop 
— a move he is now rethinking.
“I don’t know if I still want that 
picture on my wall,” said Dunavan, 
who also described Kazmierczak as 
timid and apologetic.
“He was really, really mousy.”
On Friday, police went through 
belongings Kazmierczak left at a 
DeKalb motel in search of clues.
Kazmierczak paid cash for his 
room at the Travelodge three days 
before the shootings, signing his 
name only as “Steven” on a slip of 
paper, according to the hotel man-
ager. 
Items later found in his room in-
cluded empty cartons of cigarettes 
and discarded containers of energy 
drinks and cold medicine. The re-
frigerator was stocked with more 
energy drinks.
Authorities found a duffel bag, 
with the zippers glued shut, that Ka-
zmierczak had left in the room, said 
Lt. Gary Spangler of the DeKalb 
Police Department. A bomb squad 
safely opened the bag Friday, Span-
gler said.
He would not comment on what 
was found in the bag. The Chicago 
Tribune, citing law enforcement 
sources, reported that investigators 
found ammunition inside.
Kazmierczak also left behind a 
laptop computer, which was seized 
by investigators, said Jay Patel, 
manager at the Travelodge.
The discoveries added to the 
puzzles surrounding Kazmierc-
zak, a graduate student who had 
once studied at Northern Illinois 
University but transferred to the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.
He also had a short-lived stint as 
a prison guard that ended abruptly 
when he didn’t show up for work. 
He was in the Army for about 
six months in 2001-02, but he told 
a friend he’d gotten a psychological 
discharge.
Those who knew him were baf-
fl ed by the attacks, in which Ka-
zmierczak stepped from behind a 
screen on the lecture hall’s stage and 
opened fi re on a geology class.
Jim Thomas, an emeritus profes-
sor of sociology and criminology 
at NIU who taught Kazmierczak, 
insisted there was no indication of 
trouble between Kazmierczak and 
his girlfriend.
“I do know they loved each other 
very much,” Thomas said. “He felt 
extremely close to her. ... To my 
knowledge, I saw no indication of 
abuse.”
Kazmierczak’s godfather, Rich-
ard Grafer, said Saturday that his 
godson was in good spirits when 
they spoke Tuesday about playing 
chess sometime soon.
Kazmierczak told his godfather 
he would call him again Saturday. 
“He seemed fi ne, great. We were 
laughing and talking and telling 
jokes,” said Grafer, who added that 
he knew nothing about Kazmierc-
zak being on or off medication.
Kristen Myers, an associate pro-
fessor of sociology who knew Ka-
zmierczak, also said he didn’t fi t the 
image of a loner or outcast.
“Profi ling would not have 
worked with Steve. People would 
let him into their home,” she said. 
“People feel so bad that we didn’t 
know he was suffering like this.”
On Feb. 9, Kazmierczak walked 
into a Champaign gun store and 
picked up two guns — a Rem-
ington shotgun and a Glock 9mm 
handgun. He bought the two other 
handguns at the same shop — a 
Hi-Point .380 on Dec. 30 and a Sig 
Sauer on Aug. 6.
All four guns were bought le-
gally from a federally licensed fi re-
arms dealer, said Thomas Ahern, a 
spokesman for the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives. At least one criminal back-
ground check was performed — Ka-
zmierczak had no criminal record.
Kazmierczak had a state po-
lice-issued FOID, a fi rearms own-
ers identifi cation card, which is 
required in Illinois to own a gun, 
authorities said. 
Such cards are rarely issued to 
those with recent mental health 
problems. And since Kazmierczak’s 
stay in the mental health center was 
more than fi ve years ago, it didn’t 
raise red fl ags.
NIU President John Peters said 
Kazmierczak compiled “a very 
good academic record, no record 
of trouble” at the 25,000-student 
campus in DeKalb. He won at least 
two awards and served as an offi cer 
in two student groups dedicated to 
promoting understanding of the 
criminal justice system.
Seven people remained hospital-
ized Saturday after the attack, with 
three in serious condition, one of 
them upgraded from critical. The 
other four are in fair condition.
Offi cials at NIU said classes will 
resume on Feb. 25, though Cole 
Hall — where the shootings hap-
pened — will remained closed until 
the end of the semester.
Peters promised a strong police 
presence and ample counseling for 
students and instructors.
“We need to take care of our-
selves and each other, reaching out 
to those of us who are struggling,” 
Peters said in a statement.
“An act of violence does not de-
fi ne us.”
NIU Killer bought guns legally
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characterized by under-eating and 
dramatic weight loss, binge eating has 
also recently been recognized as a se-
rious eating disorder, Waldrop said.  
“There are students that come in 
that are completely ‘normal’ weight 
that are fully bulimic,” Waldrop 
said, adding that she sees bulimia 
most often on campus.  
Eating disorders, she said, are 
“very complicated” conditions that 
arise from a combination of emo-
tional, psychological, biological 
and social factors.  Waldrop said she 
believes the general public often 
doesn’t understand the true nature 
of eating disorders.  
One of the myths often associated 
with eating disorders is that it affects 
only “rich, white girls,” she said.  
“The stuff that was going on with 
all the girls is going all to the guys 
now,” said sophomore psychology 
major Vineel Maharaj.
“If you just go into the Spartan 
Bookstore, check out Men’s Health. 
All that is is ‘Get those six-pack 
abs,” Maharaj said, who said he be-
lieved disordered eating patterns in 
men can be characterized by obses-
sively working out.
SJSU psychologists and counsel-
ors Dr. Ellen Lin and Dr. Wei-Chien 
Lee will present a cross-cultural 
Asian perspective on body image 
in an interactive presentation called 
“Being Sexy in Every Culture: How 
to Build Your Body Self-Esteem,” 
on Wednesday at noon in the Stu-
dent Union Pacifi ca Room. 
Lee, who specializes in the diagno-
sis and treatment of eating disorders, 
said Asian-Americans often struggle 
to conform to both Eastern and West-
ern ideals of the perfect body.
“I’m a size 6, and that is consid-
ered fat,” Lee said of her Asian back-
ground.  Conversely, Lee said, in 
America, Asian Americans may not 
be considered “sexy,” adding that the 
media markets particular “fl avors of 
sexy,” such as Paris Hilton.
SJSU student Le said that she 
is considered a “big Asian girl.” 
Le feels pressure from her family 
— not the media — to be thin.
“I have been back to where I’m 
from, which is Vietnam, and every-
one there is really skinny,” said Le, 
who was born in the United States.
“My mom’s always reminding 
me to not eat too much.  But I feel 
fi ne about it,” Le said, adding that 
she regularly receives comments 
about her weight from three women 
in her family.  
“I have the bigger legs in the 
family,” she said. 
Both Waldrop and Garrett be-
lieve the seriousness of eating dis-
orders is often undermined. 
“Eating disorders are danger-
ous.  People die of them,” Garrett 
said, who hoped this week’s events 
would give students the opportunity 
to recognize signs of dangerous eat-
ing habits in their friends and be 
able to intervene.  
Waldrop said she must refer about 
four to fi ve students a semester, who 
are in the midst of a full-blown seri-
ous eating disorder, to outside clin-
ics. Waldrop said she suspects there 
are many more students suffering 
who simply don’t fi nd their way to 
the Student Health Center.
Such “red fl ags,” Waldrop said, in-
clude frequent meal skipping as well 
as cutting out whole food groups.
Anorexia has the highest death 
rate of any other psychological ill-
ness, including depression, Lee said.  
“You see on the magazines that 
‘such and such’ has an eating disor-
der and you don’t see the devasta-
tion behind that,” Garrett said about 
what she calls the “glamorization” 
of eating disorders.
“The media tends to jump on 
somebody who has one, like if 
they’re a celebrity,” said freshman 
aerospace engineering major Eric 
Chynoweth.  The media, he says, 
“like to exploit it, like ‘Oh, who’s 
got that? Who’s got that?’ but that’s 
the only thing you hear about it.”  
While SJSU nutritionist Waldrop 
doesn’t think the media causes eat-
ing disorders, she believes that “the 
media is guilty of setting up very 
unrealistic ideas of how our bod-
ies should look,” pointing to the 
recent photographs of Jennifer Love 
Hewitt in a bathing suit featured on 
several Web sites and magazines.
“They had the recent photographs 
of her totally normal, healthy wom-
an’s body, and she was slammed 
mercilessly,” Waldrop said.
“We live in society that tells us 
we’re not good enough.  We’re too fat. 
We’re not muscular enough.  We’re 
not thin enough.  We’re not pretty 
enough … so we’re trying to counter 
that a little bit,” Waldrop said.
The events will conclude Friday 
with a National Recreational Sports 
& Fitness Day Backyard Boogie 
including a free barbecue and back-
yard games at noon on the lawn east 
of the Aquatic Center.  
BODY Disorders ‘very complicated,’ 
common at college campuses
Continued from Page 1
”
I’m a size 6, and that 
is considered fat.
DR. WEI-CHIEN LEE
SJSU Psychologist and 
Counselor, in reference to being 
Asian-American
“
SCARY STATS
Information from the National Eating 
Disorders Association Web site
• The average American 
woman is 5-feet-4-inches 
tall and weighs 140 pounds.  
• The average model is 
5-feet-11-inches tall and 
weighs 117 pounds.  
• 91 percent of women 
recently surveyed on a col-
lege campus attempted to 
control their weight through 
dieting.  
• 95 percent of all dieters 
will regain their lost weight 
in one to fi ve years. 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“We don’t know how 
much product is out 
there right now.
We don’t think there
is a health hazard,
but we do have to
take this action.”
USDA Undersecretary for Food Safety
said following a recall of 143 million
pounds of frozen beef Sunday. The recall
was the largest ever in the United States.
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A friend of mine called it the ultimate 
“Revenge of the Nerds.” A week ago, Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold exacted cold, cal-
culated revenge on students at Columbine 
High School in Littleton, Colo.
They killed 12 students and one teacher 
before killing themselves in what has come 
to light as a meticulously planned attack on 
the “jocks” and popular kids who had ridi-
culed Harris and Klebold.
As a person — especially one in the me-
dia — I’ve grown cynical about the growing 
amount of senseless acts of violence perpe-
trated in our society.
The Colorado attack should be another 
one of those “Oh, well just as long as it’s not 
in my backyard” attacks.
Yet, I can’t for the life of me imagine 
sending my sons off to school and then 
receiving the horrifi c news that they were 
gunned down by some social misfi t as they 
ate lunch.
I understand that people die every day. 
Some die for reasons as senseless as those 
in Colorado.
However, images of terrifi ed students fl ee-
ing the buildings of Columbine High School 
like rats jumping off a sinking ship are hap-
pening with more and more frequency.
So this begs the questions: Are Harris’ 
and Klebold’s parents to blame? Are the 
students who ostracized the two killers to 
blame? Is society to blame? And how can 
we prevent Littleton from happening again?
The answers to my questions are: yes, 
sort of, sort of, and gun control.
Yes, the parents should have seen an in-
crease in anti-social behavior. The respon-
sibility of a parent is, fi rst and foremost, to 
provide a child with a decent moral back-
ground and to love them. This provides a 
foundation for them to overcome life’s dif-
fi cult barriers.
Secondly, Harris and Klebold’s peers 
should have been more sensitive. And third, 
the world today can be a wicked place.
That leaves the massive arsenal that these 
two children had amassed at the root of the 
problem.
First let me say, I realize kids have al-
ways picked on other kids who weren’t like 
them, as “cool” as them or were just differ-
ent. I also know the law of evolution is the 
strong shall survive.
A friend pointed out school violence has 
gone on for decades. She said her dad was in 
several “rumbles” in his day and occasion-
ally someone was injured or even killed.
I understand this, but the fact remains 
that advances in technology have made it 
easier to kill. Her dad fought his opponents 
hand-to-hand. They had a face.
Gunning down someone with a 9mm al-
lows you to detach from the individual and 
shoot at a persona, a composite of whom 
you wish to kill.
If it were up to me, I would outlaw guns 
completely. You get caught with a gun, we 
cut your hand off. When enough of your 
friends start showing up with stumps, you’ll 
get the message.
I think the Second Amendment — the 
right to bear arms — is an antiquated law 
that serves no real purpose in modern soci-
ety. In the early days of America, a weapon 
was necessary. People often lived far away 
from towns and in the frontier. Protection 
from marauders and wild animals was rea-
sonable.
But can someone explain why Harris 
and Klebold would need a Hi-Point 9mm 
carbine rifl e or an Intratec DC-9 — a modi-
fi ed version of the TEC 9 — in these times? 
Those weapons, along with two sawed-off 
shotguns were what they used — in addition 
to the various bombs — in the high school 
attack.
Can you hunt with a TEC 9? God knows 
you might need its semiautomatic action and 
its 36-shot magazine to kill that defenseless 
deer.
Get serious, people. The arguments for 
gun control are incontrovertible. 10,744 
people were murdered with guns in 1996. 
35,957 people were killed by a gun either 
through homicide, suicide or accidents in 
1995 — 33,651 soldiers were killed in the 
entire Korean War.
Guns are the No. 2 killer of people 
10 to 24 years of age, behind only motor 
vehicle crashes. Finally, you are 43 times 
more likely to kill a family member with a 
fi rearm than to kill a burglar.
Arguments for fi rearms: It’s written in 
the Constitution. Right. It’s a God-given 
right. Right again.
Even the Militia argument — that it’s the 
right of the people to arm a militia in case the 
government needs to be overthrown — falls 
short. There is no possible way a bunch of 
backwoods-hillbilly-paramilitary-extrem-
ists would stand a chance against the stron-
gest military force mankind has ever seen.
I realize my idea of a total gun ban will 
never come to fruition. In light of that, I will 
continue to support and push for legislation 
similar to the Brady Bill.
I would like to see the onus put back on 
parents. Holding parents criminally negligent 
for gun violence committed by their child 
won’t prevent tragedies such as Columbine 
from happening. It might force parents to 
take a more active role in their child’s life.
Will the massacre that happened in Colo-
rado happen again? Yes.
But if we all work together — not just on 
gun legislation, but becoming better parents, 
better friends and lessening the harshness of 
society — we can make sure Columbine is 
an isolated incident.
AARON WILLIAMS
Mr. Bad Example
Oh, to be young again.
To spend summer evenings again 
with sugary red Popsicle paste 
smeared around the corners of my 
lips, conveying the appearance of a 
child who just tried on his mother’s 
lipstick.
To sit on the front stoop with a 
baseball glove, beating the leather 
with a clenched fi st, waiting for 
my neighbor-buddy to return home 
from shopping with his mom.
Now, as the days of cool sun-
shine begin to dry up winter’s rain, 
the tastes and feelings of summer 
are beginning to peek through the 
doldrums of winter.
But nostalgia is a tough pill to 
swallow, because never again will I 
be able to enjoy summers the same 
way my 12-year-old self would.
Those days of lazy heat and irre-
sponsibility exist now only as photos 
within the frame of my mind’s eye.
They are snapshots of waking 
up at 8 a.m. on a Saturday to watch 
Ninja Turtles and Batman cartoons.
They are sleepovers, which 
meant no sleep whatsoever. They 
meant all-night game sessions on 
the Nintendo 64 and fi ghting over 
who got to use the red controller 
— because the best gamer in the 
room always got to pilot the crim-
son controller.
It’s almost sad to think how much 
I’ve grown, in the grand scheme of 
things, in so little time.
This so-called life was 10 years 
ago, and it almost hurts to say it: 10 
years ago.
That phrase isn’t meant for peo-
ple my age; it is solely reserved for 
the province of parents and sages.
It is meant for those who can’t 
remember whether “Toy Story” 
came out the same year Bill Clinton 
was re-elected.
It’s a proclamation of the use-
less nature of time. It is almost like 
saying, “I can’t remember if that 
happened a couple summers ago or 
10 years ago.”
“Ten years ago” isn’t supposed 
to mark the colossal change be-
tween sneaking cookies for break-
fast while your parents sleep and 
eating cookies for breakfast because 
it’s the only thing in your cupboard 
that hasn’t gone bad.
I can remember my parents telling 
me stories like: “When you were lit-
tle, you only wore one T-shirt. You 
would wear the same white 49ers 
T-shirt for days on end, until it col-
lected enough dirt and food stains 
that it started to smell like a garbage 
disposal.”
To think, that was only “10 years 
ago.”
I can also remember my parents 
saying: “Wow. Can you believe it? It 
must have been 10 years ago when 
Bill Clinton ‘did not have sexual re-
lations with that woman.’”
To which I would say: “Yeah. 
Yeah, I remember that.”
It became another clear picture 
of my childhood only because my 
12-year-old friends and I instantly 
anointed good ol’ Bill the coolest 
president ever.
Sorry Dad, we knew exactly what 
sexual relations meant as preteens.
And I miss that taboo knowledge.
I miss laughing at cootie jokes, 
fart jokes, “sexual relations jokes.”
They are every bit as hilarious 
now, but not for the same innocent 
reasons that my younger, more awk-
ward self enjoyed them.
Those were the days when call-
ing someone a puss-licker was the 
single most devastating insult in the 
history of childhood.
The days where it didn’t matter if 
it was 105 degrees outside; if there 
was sunshine, we would play.
Basketball, tackle football, re-
enacting pro wrestling bouts.
We would eagerly scrape knees, 
chip teeth and bloody noses.
Every once in a while, an arm 
would snap in half and someone 
would have to run inside and break 
the news to Mom.
Or, a new kid would move in 
next door, and all of a sudden the 
home turned into a humongous fl y-
trap for gossip.
“I wonder what they’re like,” my 
mother would say. “Their car needs 
to be washed.”
“I wonder what they watch on 
TV,” I would wonder. “I hope it’s not 
that ‘Northern Exposure’ show.”
Then I would run upstairs, call 
my friend and say, “I’ll bet there’s a 
girl in that house somewhere.”
Those were the days — barbe-
cues, block parties, fi reworks. 
Just “10 years ago” I was con-
vinced that my dad could dominate 
Superman in just about anything: 
arm wrestling, a footrace, cussing.
He was invincible.
He still is, but Superman has to be 
Clark Kent quite frequently, and my 
dad is always going to be my dad.
Unfortunately, however, I’m not 
always going to be a kid. I wish I 
knew that back then. 
I wish they threw my youth a go-
ing-away party.
It’s terribly depressing to think 
about, that childhood is something 
revered when you turn into a 20-
something, rent-paying, resume-
hocking adult.
You know what? I’m going to 
throw an all-inclusive “Going-
Away Bash” for all of childhood 
next weekend. Everyone’s invited.
We will play catch, call people 
poop-eaters, play Sega Genesis, eat 
Popsicles all day, get mud stains on 
everything and not brush our teeth.
Somebody’s going to have to 
break an arm though, just for au-
thenticity’s sake.
And somebody is going to have 
to tell mom. Not it.
KRIS ANDERSON
The Decline of Mojo
The tastes of summer and childhood  return
which we may never fi nd, or to 
which, perhaps, we may never accept 
the answer is, “Why?”
The Age of Enlightenment brought 
certain societies the notion that there 
are objective truths, that every effect 
is the result of some cause.
America and its media have taken 
this notion to the nth degree when it 
comes to this kind of craziness.
Again, the video games, the music 
and the psychological disorders are 
put under the microscope.
The search for answers, by the 
media and the public, is legitimate 
and honorable.
We are tired of “another school 
massacre.”
When I fi rst heard of the North-
ern Illinois killings on my car radio 
Thursday night, I confess that the 
news hit me with the same impact of 
a news story about another famous 
athlete being caught with steroids.
It was, sadly, just one more story 
I’ve already heard.
The Virginia Tech University killer 
Seung-Hui Cho mentioned Colum-
bine in his infamous video. Cho’s 
reference makes answering the ques-
tion of “Why?” even more diffi cult 
than it already is. 
And with Thursday’s tragedy, we 
now have further reason to name
V-Tech and Columbine as prece-
dents that could possibly inspire, for
lack of a better word, another school 
massacre.
Northern Illinois killer Steven Ka-
zmierczak, according to numerous 
media reports, had recently stopped 
taking anti-anxiety medication be-
fore Thursday. 
Maybe his lack of medicine 
brought about the mental state of a 
killer.
By analyzing what now seems like 
a litany of “maybes” when it comes 
to such tragedies, I don’t think we are 
trying to justify the crimes. 
We are, I hope, interested in pre-
venting another Northern Illinois 
University.
We do want to know why this 
happened and why it might happen 
again.
It is natural, almost instinctive, to 
want to want know why we have “yet 
another.”
The day we stop asking why, 
when we fi nd this kind of news typi-
cal as I had Thursday, is a day I hope 
we never see again.
Kevin Rand’s column “Morning 
Breath” appears the fi rst and third 
Monday of every month. Kevin Rand 
is the Spartan Daily executive editor.
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“The Decline of Mojo” appears 
every Monday. Kris Anderson is a 
Spartan Daily copy editor.
Stricter laws not enough to prevent deaths
Nostalgia is a tough pill to 
swallow, because never 
again will I be able to enjoy 
summers the way my
12-year-old self would.
Gunning down someone with
a 9mm allows you to detach
from the individual and shoot
at a persona, a composite
of whom you wish to kill.
We now have further
reason to name V-Tech
and Columbine as
precedents that could
possibly inspire, for lack
of a better word, another 
school massacre.
REVISITING COLUMBINE
APRIL 27, 1999
the
Daily
FROM THE ARCHIVES
This column was originally published 
in the April 27, 1999, issue of the Spartan 
Daily. Aaron Williams was then the Spartan 
Daily production editor.
Contact the sports desk at 
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After losing its fi rst meet of the 
season against Boise State Univer-
sity last weekend, the SJSU women’s 
gymnastics team regained its form as 
San Jose State beat Southern Utah 
University 195.325-194.800 on Sat-
urday night at Spartan Gym.
The score of 195.325 is the team’s 
highest this season, and the second 
highest in SJSU’s history. 
Head coach Wayne Wright said 
that the Spartans also broke their 
team vault record of 48.950 from 
2006 by scoring 49.025. 
Wright said he believed that 
achieving the records was an accom-
plishment, but he said he was more 
impressed with the work ethic of his 
team after its loss in Boise.
“I didn’t have to motivate them 
that much,” Wright said. “They 
worked hard and every week we 
seem to get better and stronger.” 
Senior Emily Stebbins placed fi rst 
on the balance beam with a 9.825, 
and earned third place on the fl oor 
exercise with a 9.825.
She said the Spartans were de-
termined to win after losing to the 
Broncos.
“We had our worst meet against 
Boise State,” Stebbins said. “We knew 
that we had to step it up, and we did.”
After transferring to SJSU from 
the University of Massachusetts, 
Stebbins decided to join the gym-
nastics team despite a seven-year 
hiatus. She said coming back to the 
sport had been a challenge for her, 
but added that she felt like she was 
improving and was happy to be a part 
of the team. 
“I defi nitely tried my hardest,” 
Stebbins said. “I wanted to make sure I 
did well for the team. We all make sure 
we do our best for each other.”
Stebbins was one of fi ve Spartans 
to place fi rst in an event Saturday 
against Southern Utah. 
Raylyn Cardeno won the vault 
and Alise Blackwell won the uneven 
bars as both gymnasts scored 9.875. 
Veronica Porte tied for fi rst place 
with freshman teammate Shanice 
Howard on the fl oor exercise with 
a 9.850. Howard also took second 
place on the vault with a 9.825.
Porte, who also took second in the 
all-around competition, said she felt 
like this was the best meet the team 
had had all year and was confi dent 
that they would continue to do well.
“We practiced really hard this 
week, and it showed,” Porte said. 
“We know how to hit, we know how 
to compete, and we need to go into 
every meet knowing that.”
Senior tri-captain Michelle Mi-
notti also contributed to the Spartans 
overall score by placing second on 
the balance beam with a 9.825.
Although the Spartans had many 
individuals who did well, Wright 
said the entire team effort stood out 
to him the most.
“From top to bottom we are a re-
ally great team,” Wright said. “We 
have had 14 different gymnasts 
compete. It just goes to show how 
deep and good we are.”
Wright said he was very proud of 
how the team has performed and im-
proved this season. 
“I tell the kids it’s not about who 
we beat, it’s about bettering our 
score,” he said.
The Spartans are now 8-1 and will 
host their last home meet against UC 
Davis Friday at Spartan Gym. 
Despite its best efforts, the SJSU 
women’s basketball team’s chances 
of tying the game fell a few inches 
wide of the basket — twice.
In a game where neither team 
led by more than six points, Spar-
tans traded baskets with the Utah 
State Aggies for much of the game, 
losing a 61-60 contest in the fi nal 
seconds last Thursday at the Event 
Center.
Down by three with 13 seconds 
remaining, two last-second 3-point 
shots for the Spartans by Christine 
Martin and Alisha Hicks missed. 
Myosha Barnes’ layup as time ex-
pired proved to be too little too 
late. 
Martin said the goal was to look 
for Emily Nichols for the fi nal 
shot.
“We were down by three, so we 
wanted to get outside the arc,” said 
the freshman forward. “I was go-
ing to come up and set a screen and 
space. When she didn’t have the 
shot, she looked for me.”
The Spartans had the shots they 
wanted but could not capitalize and 
found themselves on the wrong end 
of the fi nal score.
Utah State led by four early in 
the game, a lead which was erased 
when the Spartans went on an eight-
point run, with Martin contributing 
two 3-pointers.
Even though the Spartans opened 
the second half with the fi rst four 
points, the Aggies would follow 
with an 11-3 run over the next few 
minutes to take the lead. The Spar-
tans came back to tie the game at 57 
apiece with less than two minutes 
left in the game.
Although they shot a meager 
35.5 percent from the fi eld during 
the game, the Spartans converted 
on 45 percent of their 3-pointers.
“They switched up the defense,” 
Martin said. “When they were in the 
zone it was easy to get outside.”
Martin was second on the team 
with 13 points, including three 3-
pointers. She also added fi ve re-
bounds and two steals. 
Emily Nichols had several good 
looks from 3-point range, going 5-7 
from beyond the arc, to fi nish with a 
team-high 15 points. 
SJSU was without leading scorer 
Natalie White, who was serving a sus-
pension for violating team policy.
Guard Brittany Imaku had three 
points and three assists, and tied for 
the team lead with six rebounds. She 
also and led the team with three steals 
before fouling out late in the game. 
Imaku said the way the team 
played was a positive.
“We were in the game the whole 
way,” she said.
Utah State got a majority of its 
scoring from three players. Jamelah 
Brown and Jenny Gross each had 16 
points, while Taylor Richards had 15. 
The Spartans held the Aggie’s 
bench players to just one point in the 
second half.
SJSU assistant coach Jodi Greve 
said the team played well defensively, 
highlighting that the Spartans forced 
eight Aggie turnovers in the game.
“They played a lot better as a 
team, and they got more results out 
of it,” she said. “Building off that 
going into Louisiana Tech is a good 
deal.”
Unfortunately any momentum the 
Spartans built in their narrow loss to 
the Aggies wasn’t enough to carry 
over, as they were unable to come 
away with a victory on the road Sat-
urday against Louisiana Tech, losing 
70-54.
San Jose State’s next game is 
against New Mexico State Thursday 
at 7 p.m. at the Event Center
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In winning form Missed it 
by that much
ANDREW HERNDON / SPARTAN DAILY
Freshman Sayja Sumler attempted to dribble past a Utah State 
defender in the Spartans 61-60 loss at the Event Center on Th ursday.
By JOHN HORNBERG
Staff  Writer
By HEIDI ROMSWINCKEL-GUISE
Staff  Writer
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SJSU sophomore Kelli Fournier performed on the balance beam 
against Southern Utah on Saturday night.
The SJSU men’s basketball team 
treated the fans on Alumni Day to 
a 71-61 win over Louisiana Tech 
University Saturday at the Event 
Center.
The 10-point victory snapped the 
Spartan’s three-game losing streak 
and brought their record to 11-13, 
two games under .500.
Center C.J. Webster led the Spar-
tans with 17 points on 6-9 shooting. 
Forward Chris Oakes scored 14, 
while DaShawn Wright and Jamon 
Hill contributed 12 points apiece.
The Spartans return to action 
Monday night at the Event Center 
against Utah State.
BASKETBALL SOFTBALL
Spartan sports weekend round up
The Spartan softball team wrapped 
up the Louisville Slugger Desert 
Classic in Las Vegas Sunday where 
they lost both games in a double-
header.
SJSU dropped game one 8-0 to 
CSU Northridge and were defeated 
5-4 by the University of Oregon in 
game two. 
The fi rst portion of the fi ve-game 
weekend trip fared much better for 
the Spartans as they came away 
with victories against Seton Hall and 
Brigham Young University. They 
could not get past the University of 
Texas, El Paso, losing a tight one-
run game 4-3.
